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CLASS OF 2025

AFA 20-024 is produced by Air Force Recruiting Service. Information in this publication is subject to change.  
Contact the Air Force Academy Office of Admissions for updates.

Applicants should check their handbook for the most current information.
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Admissions Tips:

February 2020
S	 M	 T	 W	 T	 F	 S
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April 2020
S	 M	 T	 W	 T	 F	 S
			   1	 2	 3	 4	
5	 6	 7	 8	 9	 10	 11	
12	 13	 14	 15	 16	 17	 18	
19	20	 21	 22	 23	 24	 25	
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31

USAFA’s application win-
dow begins March 1 and 
runs through Dec. 31.

Get started by check-
ing your eligibility and 
submitting the Pre-Can-
didate Questionnaire. 
Click on “Start Your 
Online Application” at  
academyadmissions.
com.

Read the “Instructions 
to Pre-Candidates” 
booklet for valuable in-
formation about the US-
AFA application process.

Pre-Candidate 
Questionnaire 
opens to new 
applicants for 
Class of 2025

Note: USAFA Admissions offers campus tours for prospective 
students throughout the year. Check our schedule and sign 
up at academyadmissions.com.

“We will not again look upon a woman flying as an 
experiment.”
- General of the Air Force Henry “Hap” Arnold

The Air Force has a long tradition of women serving 
honorably and that tradition continues today. The first 
women were admitted to the Academy in 1976 and 
today more than a quarter of cadets are female.





APRIL 2020
sunday monday tuesday wednesday thursday friday saturday

5

12

19

26 27

20

13

6

1

7

14

21

28

22

15

8

32

9

16

23 24

17

10

4

25

18

11

Admissions Tips:

March 2020
S	 M	 T	 W	 T	 F	 S
1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 6	 7	
8	 9	 10	 11	 12	 13	 14	
15	 16	 17	 18	 19	 20	21	
22	 23	 24	 25	 26	 27	 28	
29	30	 31

May 2020
S	 M	 T	 W	 T	 F	 S
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3	 4	 5	 6	 7	 8	 9	
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24	 25	 26	 27	 28	 29	30	
31

ACT National 
Test Date

CLASS OF 2025 REMINDERS
• Research nominations from your representative and senators
• Start working on your physical fitness now

“I don’t mind being called tough, because in this racket, 
it’s tough guys who lead the survivors.”
- Gen. Curtis LeMay

USAFA Founders 
Day

29 30

Physical fitness is an important part of life at the Air Force 
Academy. In addition to being required to play a D1, club or 
intramural sport, cadets take part in friendly competitions like 
the one pictured, to see who can do the most push-ups.

Three major pieces of 
advice to remember 
throughout the process: 
Always practice for your 
candidate fitness assess-
ment, don’t wait to seek 
nominations and don’t 
wait to schedule your 
physical with DODMERB 
as soon as it is available 
in your portal.

Even if you think you 
may have a disqualifying 
medical condition, apply 
and schedule your ap-
pointment. Waivers are 
often available for a va-
riety of issues, but only 
DODMERB will be able 
to tell you if your condi-
tion is disqualifying.
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Admissions Tips:

April 2020
S	 M	 T	 W	 T	 F	 S
			   1	 2	 3	 4	
5	 6	 7	 8	 9	 10	 11	
12	 13	 14	 15	 16	 17	 18	
19	20	 21	 22	 23	 24	 25	
26	 27	 28	 29	 30

June 2020
S	 M	 T	 W	 T	 F	 S
	 1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 6	
7	 8	 9	 10	 11	 12	 13	
14	 15	 16	 17	 18	 19	20	
21	 22	 23	 24	 25	 26	 27	
28	29	 30

Congressional nomina-
tion deadlines vary by 
office. Research the pro-
cess and timeline for ALL 
your eligible nominating 
sources: Both state sen-
ators, your representa-
tive and the vice presi-
dent, and if you qualify, 
a military-affiliated nom-
ination. Certain appli-
cants may apply for U.S. 
Territory nominations, 
rather than those from 
senators or representa-
tives.

Be sure to seek nomina-
tions from every source 
for which you qualify.

CLASS OF 2025 REMINDERS
• Research the process for seeking your nominations from all sources
• Start working on your physical fitness now
• Be sure to thoroughly read the Instructions to Pre-Candidates

Acceptance 
Deadline (Class 
of 2025)

Class of 2020 
Graduation

“The wingman is absolutely indispensable. I look after 
the wingman. The wingman looks after me...Wars are 
not won by individuals. They’re won by teams.”
- Lt. Col. Francis S. Gabreski, USAF

Memorial Day

30

31

Both teamwork and individual accomplishments are key to success 
at the Air Force Academy. You will be challenged mentally and phys-
ically, but your fellow cadets will be there to help you through and 
celebrate your success.
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Admissions Tips:

May 2020
S	 M	 T	 W	 T	 F	 S
					     1	 2	
3	 4	 5	 6	 7	 8	 9	
10	11	 12	 13	 14	 15	 16	
17	 18	 19	 20	 21	 22	 23	
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July 2020
S	 M	 T	 W	 T	 F	 S
			   1	 2	 3	 4	
5	 6	 7	 8	 9	 10	 11	
12	 13	 14	 15	 16	 17	 18	
19	20	 21	 22	 23	 24	 25	
26	 27	 28	 29	 30	 31

30 CLASS OF 2025 REMINDERS
• Research the application process for all nomination sources
• Start working on your physical fitness now

ACT National 
Test Date

Class of 2024 
enters (I-Day)

“The most important thing I learned is that soldiers 
watch what their leaders do. You can give them classes 
and lecture them forever, but its your personal example 
they will follow.”
-Gen. Colin Powell, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff

The USAFA Prep School prepares cadet candidates for success at the 
Academy through academics, military training and character devel-
opment. If you are not selected for direct entry to USAFA, you are 
automatically considered for the Prep School.

Summer Seminar 
session 1

Summer Seminar 
session 2

USAFA Prep School 
Graduation

Think about who you 
want to complete your 
optional letters of rec-
ommendation and man-
datory teacher eval-
uations. High school 
students required eval-
uations must be from 
junior or senior level En-
glish and Math teachers 
and one other instructor.

Homeschool students 
can be as competitive 
as any other applicant 
and must meet the same 
standards as students 
from traditional schools. 
Talk to your Admissions 
Counselor to discuss 
your specific situation.





2020
sunday monday tuesday wednesday thursday friday saturday
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Admissions Tips:

June 2020
S	 M	 T	 W	 T	 F	 S
	 1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 6	
7	 8	 9	 10	 11	 12	 13	
14	 15	 16	 17	 18	 19	20	
21	 22	 23	 24	 25	 26	 27	
28	29	 30	

August 2020
S	 M	 T	 W	 T	 F	 S
						      1	
2	 3	 4	 5	 6	 7	 8	
9	 10	 11	 12	 13	 14	 15	
16	 17	 18	 19	 20	 21	 22	
23	 24	 25	 26	 27	 28	29	
30	31

The candidate portal 
opens July 1. You need to 
complete at least three 
items in your file before 
your name is forwarded 
to the Department of 
Defense Medical Exam-
ination Review Board 
(DODMERB).

Don’t wait to schedule 
your medical examina-
tion. Scheduling the ini-
tial exam can take up to 
30 days.

Visit the DODMERB web-
site at https://dodmerb.
tricare.osd.mil/FASs.
aspx for answers to the 
most frequently asked 
questions.
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JULY

ACT National 
Test Date 

Candidate Portal 
Opens

• Your specific deadline to complete your file will be posted 
on your portal. 
• You must complete the required items by the deadline 
posted. Be sure to read through your Candidate Handbook 
for important information on nominations, the candidate 
fitness assessment and more.
• Be sure to check your portal regularly!

“No guts, no glory. If you are going to shoot him down, 
you have to get in there and mix it up with him.”
-Maj. Gen. Fred C. “Boots” Blesse, Korean War double jet ace

Independence Day

30 31

Cadets regularly get to experience flyovers by 
American and partner-nation aircraft and get a 
closeup look at  airframes they may end up flying 
or working alongside.

USAFA Prep 
School I-Day
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Admissions Tips:

July 2020
S	 M	 T	 W	 T	 F	 S
			   1	 2	 3	 4	
5	 6	 7	 8	 9	 10	 11	
12	 13	 14	 15	 16	 17	 18	
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September 2020
S	 M	 T	 W	 T	 F	 S
		  1	 2	 3	 4	 5	
6	 7	 8	 9	 10	 11	 12	
13	 14	 15	 16	 17	 18	 19	
20	21	 22	 23	 24	 25	 26	
27	 28	 29	 30

USAFA “super scores” 
individual subjects on 
the ACT and SAT (we 
only count your highest 
scores). We recommend 
taking the test early and 
often.

We recommend enroll-
ing in any AP/IB/dual 
enrollment courses that 
you’re able to success-
fully complete.

If you have any ques-
tions about your appli-
cation, contact your ad-
missions counselor. You 
can reach us from the 
“Contact Us” page at  
academyadmissions .
com.

AUGUST

SAT National 
Test Date
(Anticipated)

Altimeter Check

“Sir/ma’am, my altitude is 7,250 feet above sea level, 
far, far above that of West Point or Annapolis.”
- Fourth Class Knowledge

CLASS OF 2025 REMINDERS
• Check academyadmissions.com for Service Academy Days 	
   in your area, or contact your representative
• If you qualify, be sure to seek vice presidential and military  
   -affiliated nominations
• Candidates, practice the fitness assessment in the 
   Instructions to Candidates

30 31

Flying is a part of life at USAFA and cadets have the 
opportunity to take part in powered and unpowered 
flight programs as well as the opportunity to compete 
against students from colleges around the world.
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Admissions Tips:

August 2020
S	 M	 T	 W	 T	 F	 S
						      1	
2	 3	 4	 5	 6	 7	 8	
9	 10	 11	 12	 13	 14	 15	
16	 17	 18	 19	 20	 21	 22	
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October 2020
S	 M	 T	 W	 T	 F	 S
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25	26	 27	 28	 29	 30	 31

We are looking for 
well-rounded candi-
dates. Both athletic and 
non-athletic activities 
help you prepare for the 
demanding program at 
the Air Force Academy.

Be on the lookout for 
Service Academy Days 
for your nominating of-
ficials. Most are held in 
September and October 
with application dead-
lines in October. Check 
your nominating author-
ity’s website for specific 
dates and processes. 

Not sure where to start? 
Go to academyadmis-
sions.com and search 
“nominations” for help-
ful links.

Labor Day

United States  
Air Force Birthday

“Integrity is the fundamental premise of military service 
in a free society. Without integrity, the moral pillars 
of our military strength, public trust and self-respect 
are lost.
- Gen. Charles A. Gabriel, Air Force Chief of Staff

CLASS OF 2025 REMINDERS
• Check academyadmissions.com for Service Academy Days
   in your area, or contact your representative
• Most congressional nomination deadlines start now
• Practice for your Candidate Fitness Assessment

Cadets take part in a wreath-laying 
ceremony at the Sept. 11 memorial 
on the Terrazzo.
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Admissions Tips:

September 2020
S	 M	 T	 W	 T	 F	 S
		  1	 2	 3	 4	 5	
6	 7	 8	 9	 10	 11	 12	
13	 14	 15	 16	 17	 18	 19	
20	21	 22	 23	 24	 25	 26	
27	 28	 29	 30

November 2020
S	 M	 T	 W	 T	 F	 S
1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 6	 7	
8	 9	 10	 11	 12	 13	 14	
15	 16	 17	 18	 19	 20	21	
22	 23	 24	 25	 26	 27	 28	
29	30

Columbus Day

Halloween

SAT National 
Test Date
(Anticipated)

The weather may be 
changing, but don’t let 
that keep you from your 
fitness program! Even 
after you’ve successful-
ly completed the CFA, 
you’ll want to stay in 
shape. Focus on activi-
ties that increase your 
strength and endurance.

USAFA is at 7,250 feet 
above sea level. Your 
endurance will be dimin-
ished due to the eleva-
tion. Adjustment is easi-
er if you’re physically fit 
before you arrive.

“First gain the victory and then make the best use of it 
you can.”
-Horatio Nelson

CLASS OF 2025 REMINDERS
• Check academyadmissions.com for Service Academy Days 
   in your area, or contact your representative
• If you qualify, be sure to seek vice presidential and military- 
   affiliated nominations
• Practice for your Candidate Fitness Assessment

31

In addition to fitness classes and tests, ev-
ery cadet participates in sports, whether 
D1, club, or intramural. USAFA is home to 29 
men’s and women’s Division I NCAA teams. 
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Admissions Tips:

October 2020
S	 M	 T	 W	 T	 F	 S
				    1	 2	 3	
4	 5	 6	 7	 8	 9	 10	
11	 12	 13	 14	 15	 16	 17	
18	 19	 20	 21	 22	 23	 24	
25	26	 27	 28	 29	 30	 31

December 2020
S	 M	 T	 W	 T	 F	 S
		  1	 2	 3	 4	 5	
6	 7	 8	 9	 10	 11	 12	
13	 14	 15	 16	 17	 18	 19	
20	21	 22	 23	 24	 25	 26	
27	 28	 29	 30	 31

SAT National 
Test Date
(Anticipated)

Rolling deadlines to 
complete  
application begin. 
Check your portal.

Veterans Day

Thanksgiving Day

“What you have chosen to do for your country by 
devoting you life to the service of your country is the 
greatest contribution any man could make.”
– President John F. Kennedy

An important part of the 
application process is 
the interview. 

Conducted with an Ad-
missions representative 
through a video confer-
ence, the interview is  
your opportunity to let 
us know why you think 
the Academy is for you 
and what you can bring 
to the Air Force.

Make sure you prepare 
for the interview just as 
you would prepare for a 
job interview. Remem-
ber, this is your opportu-
nity to sell yourself!

CLASS OF 2025 REMINDERS
• If you qualify, be sure to seek vice presidential and  
   military-affiliated nominations
• Keep up or increase your physical training

USAFA encompasses roughly 10 square 
miles and includes the academic cam-
pus, sports complexes, as well as re-
mote training areas and an airfield.
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Admissions Tips:

November 2020
S	 M	 T	 W	 T	 F	 S
1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 6	 7	
8	 9	 10	 11	 12	 13	 14	
15	 16	 17	 18	 19	 20	21	
22	 23	 24	 25	 26	 27	 28	
29	30

January 2021
S	 M	 T	 W	 T	 F	 S
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24	 25	 26	 27	 28	 29	30	
31

Don’t forget to check 
your application portal 
regularly!

You can check the status 
of your application, see 
what parts you still need 
to do and get important 
information on rolling 
deadlines. 

If you have questions 
about anything you see 
(or don’t see) in the por-
tal, you can contact your 
admissions counselor.

Congressional represen-
tatives and other nom-
inating entities submit 
nominations to USAFA 
between Dec. 1 and Jan. 
31.

Summer Seminar 
Application Opens 
for HS Juniors

SAT National 
Test Date
(Anticipated)

Deadline to submit 
Pre-Candidate 
Questionnaire for 
Class of 2025

Christmas Day

“Duty is the most beautiful word in the English lan-
guage. Do your duty in all things. You cannot do more. 
You should never do less.”
– Gen. Robert E. Lee

CLASS OF 2025 REMINDERS
• If you qualify, be sure to seek vice 
   presidential and military-affiliated 
   nominations
• Keep up or increase your physical
   training

31

Colorado’s most visited man-made 
landmark, the Cadet Chapel is a promi-
nent feature of USAFA’s cadet area, but 
is currently closed for renovation.
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Admissions Tips:

December 2020
S	 M	 T	 W	 T	 F	 S
		  1	 2	 3	 4	 5	
6	 7	 8	 9	 10	 11	 12	
13	 14	 15	 16	 17	 18	 19	
20	21	 22	 23	 24	 25	 26	
27	 28	 29	 30	 31

February 2021
S	 M	 T	 W	 T	 F	 S
	 1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 6	
7	 8	 9	 10	 11	 12	 13	
14	 15	 16	 17	 18	 19	20	
21	 22	 23	 24	 25	 26	 27	
28

You can study a variety 
of majors at USAFA in-
cluding: Science, Hu-
manities, Engineering 
and Social Science.

The Air Force Academy 
has world-class facilities 
where cadets are able 
to take on active roles 
in their education and 
have easy access to in-
structors. USAFA has one 
of the nation’s lowest 
student-to-faculty ratios 
(8:1), and is ranked in 
the top 5% of schools for 
instructor availability.

No matter what you ma-
jor in at USAFA, you’ll 
take 101 semester hours 
of core classes to ensure 
you get a well-rounded 
education.

New Year’s Day

Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day

Last Day for High 
School Juniors to 
Apply for Summer 
Seminar

Nomination
Deadline

“There is no limit to the good you can do if you don’t 
care who gets the credit.”
-- General of the Army George C. Marshall

CLASS OF 2025 REMINDERS
• Be sure to finish your academic year strong!
• Keep up or increase your physical training

30

31

Cadets learn more than just academics at USAFA. 
Military history is an important part of the curricu-
lum, and an emphasis is placed on building leader-
ship skills and strong moral character.
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Admissions Tips:

January 2021
S	 M	 T	 W	 T	 F	 S
					     1	 2	
3	 4	 5	 6	 7	 8	 9	
10	11	 12	 13	 14	 15	 16	
17	 18	 19	 20	 21	 22	 23	
24	 25	 26	 27	 28	 29	30	
31

March 2021
S	 M	 T	 W	 T	 F	 S
	 1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 6	
7	 8	 9	 10	 11	 12	 13	
14	 15	 16	 17	 18	 19	20	
21	 22	 23	 24	 25	 26	 27	
28	29	 30	 31

Washington’s 
Birthday

“I have dreamed that my four little children will one 
day live in a nation where they will not be judged by 
the color of their skin, but by the content of their 
character.”
– Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

USAFA’s selections pro-
cess begins in November 
and continues until June. 
Selection decisions are 
based on three compo-
nents:
• Admissions Panel (fac-
ulty review, writing sam-
ple, CFA and evaluation 
interview)
• Extracurricular Com-
posite (athletic par-
ticipation, leadership 
positions, community 
involvement and work 
experiences)
• Academic Composite 
(scholastic performance, 
ACT/SAT scores)

The Air Force has achieved strength 
through diversity and celebrating that 
heritage and tradition is an important part 
of life at the Academy. 
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Admissions Tips:

February 2021
S	 M	 T	 W	 T	 F	 S
	 1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 6	
7	 8	 9	 10	 11	 12	 13	
14	 15	 16	 17	 18	 19	20	
21	 22	 23	 24	 25	 26	 27	
28

April 2021
S	 M	 T	 W	 T	 F	 S
				    1	 2	 3	
4	 5	 6	 7	 8	 9	 10	
11	 12	 13	 14	 15	 16	 17	
18	 19	 20	 21	 22	 23	 24	
25	26	 27	 28	 29	 30

The majority of USAFA 
appointment offers to 
the Class of 2025 will be 
made in March and con-
tinue through April.

Candidates who are ap-
pointed must either ac-
cept or decline by May 
1.

For those who are apply-
ing to the Class of 2026, 
the Pre-Candidate Ques-
tionnaire opens March 1.

Pre-Candidate 
Questionnaire 
opens for new 
applicants for the 
Class of 2026

SAT National 
Test Date
(Anticipated)

“If the nation ever again needs them, American women 
will respond. Never again will they have to prove they 
can do any flying job the military has. 
– Byrd Howell Granger

CLASS OF 2025 REMINDERS
• Be sure to finish your academic year strong!
• Keep up or increase your physical training over the summer
• Enjoy your spring, but don’t go too crazy; your decisions 
   and actions can effect your appointment!

31

Since 1948, women have been serving in the Air Force, 
just a year after its creation. Women who have gradu-
ated from USAFA have gone on to be pilots, astronauts, 
generals, politicians and more.
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Admissions Tips:

March 2021
S	 M	 T	 W	 T	 F	 S
	 1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 6	
7	 8	 9	 10	 11	 12	 13	
14	 15	 16	 17	 18	 19	20	
21	 22	 23	 24	 25	 26	 27	
28	29	 30	 31

May 2021
S	 M	 T	 W	 T	 F	 S
						      1	
2	 3	 4	 5	 6	 7	 8	
9	 10	 11	 12	 13	 14	 15	
16	 17	 18	 19	 20	 21	 22	
23	 24	 25	 26	 27	 28	29	
30	31

USAFA Founders 
Day

“Character in many ways is everything in leadership.”
– President Dwight D. Eisenhower

CLASS OF 2025 REMINDERS
• Be sure to finish your academic year strong!
• Keep up or increase your physical training over the spring

Building leadership and public speaking skills are important parts 
of the cadet experience, and are designed to make strong, confi-
dent officers. Cadets are frequently given the opportunity to lead, 
both in the classroom and in ceremonial roles.

Many of our appointees 
applied to USAFA more 
than once. 

If you applied for the 
Class of 2025 and were 
not appointed, you can 
reapply after July 1. To 
increase your chances 
of acceptance, we rec-
ommend you enroll in 
another college, join 
AFROTC and restart the 
application process.

In addition to maintain-
ing high grades in chal-
lenging courses, con-
tinue to participate in 
athletics and non-ath-
letic activities that show 
your leadership experi-
ence and potential.
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Admissions Tips:

April 2021
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June 2021
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30
Memorial 
Day

Acceptance 
Deadline
(Class of 2025)

SAT National 
Test Date
(Anticipated)

Note: A majority of the offers for Acad-
emy Preparatory School and Falcon 
Foundation Scholarships are made in 
the month of May.

Graduation

“We build and defend not for our generation alone. We 
defend the foundations laid by our fathers. We build a life 
for generations yet unborn. We defend and build a way of 
life, not for America alone, but for all mankind.”
– President Franklin D. Roosevelt

31

Cadets celebrate their graduation and com-
mission as second lieutenants in the U.S. Air 
Force after four years of hard work.

Graduation 
Class of 2021

Be sure to monitor your 
portal for important 
news and updates.

Keep in mind the Air 
Force Academy consid-
ers more than a student’s 
GPA or test scores. We’re 
looking for well-rounded 
students who have the 
potential to serve our 
nation as leaders in the 
world’s finest Air Force. 

In addition to academ-
ics, we’re looking for 
leadership, character 
and physical prepara-
tion.
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Admissions Tips:

May 2021
S	 M	 T	 W	 T	 F	 S
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July 2021
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SAT National 
Test Date
(Anticipated)

Class of 2025 
Enters

“Courage is doing what you’re afraid to do. There can 
be no courage unless you’re scared.”
– Eddie Rickenbacker

CLASS OF 2025 REMINDERS
• Congratulations on making it! Now keep up the good work!30

After completing basic training, cadets formal-
ly receive their rank at the beginning of their 
fourth class (freshman) year.

For each class, approxi-
mately 1,150 young men 
and women come to the 
U.S. Air Force Academy.

These young men and 
women arrive at USAFA 
ready to embrace liv-
ing by the honor code: 
“We will not lie, steal 
nor cheat, nor tolerate 
among us anyone who 
does.”

This honor code goes 
back to the first gradu-
ates of USAFA, the Class 
of 1959, and tells us to al-
ways do the right thing 
and live honorably.



IMPORTANT DATES
March 1, 2020: pre-candidate ques-
tionnaire opens

March/April 2020: Begin researching 
nominations available to you and in-
creasing your physical fitness

July 1, 2020: Candidate Portal opens

December 2020: ACT/SAT must be 
taken by now to ensure results reach 
USAFA before regular selections

Dec. 31, 2020: Deadline to submit the 
pre-candidate questionnaire

March 2021: majority of offers of 
appointment to USAFA are sent out

April 2021: Letters are sent to candi-
dates who have not been selected for 
appointment

April/May 2021: Majority of offers 
for Academy Preparatory School and 
Falcon Foundation Scholarships are 
made

May 1, 2021: Acceptance Deadline

GLOSSARY
ACT: One of two college admissions tests; 
the code number for USAFA is 0530

ALO: Admissions Liaison Officer

Applicant: A person applying to the Academy 
who has completed a pre-candidate question-
naire

Appointee: A person who has successfully 
applied for admission to the Academy, who 
has an official nomination and who has been 
provided an offer to attend

BCT: Basic Cadet Training

Cadet: Student of the United States Air 
Force Academy

Cadet Wing: Military organization of all 
cadets, consisting of four groups, totaling 
approximately 4,300 cadets

Cadre: Upper classmen holding leadership 
positions

Candidate: An applicant who has completed 
the Pre-Candidate Questionnaire and who 
has been approved to pursue appointment to 
the Academy

Candidate Kit: Kit containing admissions 
forms and information for students whose 
pre-candidate questionnaires have been 

received, screened and approved, including 
complete information about medical eligibili-
ty, the CFA and other necessary steps in the 
admissions process.

CFA: Candidate Fitness Assessment

DODMERB: Department of Defense Medical 
Examination Review Board. DODMERB per-
forms a medical screening mission to deter-
mine if an applicant meets medical accession 
standards

Nomination: Required by law (Title 10) to 
receive an appointment to USAFA; each 
pre-candidate must have a nomination from 
one of the following sources: their sen-
ators, congressional representative, Vice 
President and/or military affiliation

Pre-Candidate: A student interested in at-
tending USAFA who has returned a com-
pleted Pre-Candidate Questionnaire

Pre-Candidate Questionnaire: the first step 
in the application process, interchangeable 
with the term application

Qualified Candidate: A candidate who has 
met all admissions requirements and guide-
lines

SAT: One of two college admissions tests; 
the code number for USAFA is 4830



PREFLIGHT CHECKLIST
 Check your Eligibility: To apply you must 
be of good moral character and meet these 
basic eligibility requirements: Be at least 17 
but not past your 23rd birthday by July 1 of 
the year you enter, a U.S. citizen and unmar-
ried with no dependents.

 Complete your PCQ: You may begin as 
early as March 1 of your junior year of high 
school. It must be completed by Dec. 31 of 
the same year. Your GPA, test scores, class 
rank and answers to questions regarding 
your situation and activities will determine 
whether you will be granted candidate sta-
tus.

 Seek your nomination: By law, you must be 
nominated by a legally authorized entity. You 
can review our Nominations page at acade-
myadmissions.com to determine the catego-
ries for which you are eligible. You should 
request a nomination in all categories for 
which you are eligible, and do so as early as 
possible.

 Request transcripts and teacher evalua-
tions: In the PCQ phase, you self-reported 
your GPA and class rank. Once in the Can-
didate phase, you will request official tran-
scripts from your school as well as the three 
required teacher evaluations.

 Take the CFA: In order to qualify for 
admission to any of the service academies, you 
must take the Candidate Fitness Assessment. 

 Complete your extracurricular activities 
record and resume: Participation in athletic 
and non-athletic activities is an asset and 
is a competitive factor in your application. 
Sustained participation and leadership in a few 
activities is desirable.

 Complete your writing sample and person-
al interview: You will be required to submit a 
writing sample and conduct a personal inter-
view with an Admissions representative. 

 Submit your personal data record and 
drug/alcohol abuse statement: USAFA wants 
individuals of high moral character to fur-
ther develop into future leaders of the Air 
Force and our nation.

 Complete your medical evaluation: All 
candidates must meet the medical and weight 
standards for a commission in the U.S. Air 
Force. DODMERB is responsible for deter-
mining your medical qualification. Be advised 
that it can take up to 30 days to schedule 
your initial medical evaluation, 60 days for 
completion and possibly another 30 days for 
a medical waiver (if required). This can result 
in up to a four-month process for candidates.

It may seem like a lot, but don't get discour-
aged; persistence can pay off!

If you’re interested in other Air Force oppor-
tunities, check out airforce.com or afrotc.
com.

General Academic Information

• 27 academic majors and 11 academic minors

• All cadets graduate with a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree due to the number of required techni-
cal courses.
• The Academy is accredited by the Higher Learn-
ing Commission.
	P rogram specific accreditation:
	 • 7 ABET accredited degrees.
	 • 3 American Chemical Society accredited

	    programs

	 • Management accredited by the 
	    Association to Advance Collegiate

	    Schools of Business

School Rankings

• U.S. News & World Report’s “America’s Best 
Colleges 2020” Rankings

	 #39 National Liberal Arts Colleges.
	 #3 Top Public Schools

	 #2 Aeronautical and Astronautical  
	E ngineering (2001-18)
	 #6 Best Undergrad Engineering Programs

	 #6 Electrical, Electronic and  
	C ommunications Engineering.
	 #7 Civil Engineering

	 #7 Computer Engineering

	 #10 Mechanical Engineering Program.
• TheBestSchools.org 50 Best Colleges in the

   U.S. - #16

AT A GLANCE


